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as he had been before he was born Probably almost every one in the Senate thought like Csssar on this subject Cicero certainly did The only difference was, that plausible statesmen affected a respect foi the popular superstition, and pietended to believe what they did not believe Caesar spoke his convictions out. There was no longer any solemnity in an execution It was merely the removal out of the way of troublesome persons, and convenient as such a method might be, it was of graver consequence that the Senate of Rome, the guardians of the law, should not set an example of violating the law Illegality, Csasar told them, would be followed by greater illegalities He reminded them how they had applauded Sylla, how they had rejoiced when they saw their political enemies summauly dispatched , and yet the proscnption, as they well knew, had been perverted to the license of avarice and pnvate revenge. They might feel sure that no such consequence need be feared undei then present consul but times might -change The worst crimes which had been committed in Rome in the past century had risen out of the imitation of precedents, which at the moment seemed defensible The laws had prescribed a definite punishment for tieason Those laws had been gravely considered, they had been enacted by the
Et, veldt ante aoto nil tempore Benslmus aagri, Ad confllgendum venlentlbns undique Poenls, Omnla oum belli tropido oononaaa tunmltu, Horrlda, oontremuere sub oltds etherta aurla, In dubloque fait sub ntrorum regna oadendum Omnibus human la osset, terrftque, manque Bio, ubl non erlnras, oum corporla atque a-nlmul DlflddJnm fuerlt, qulbus e Bumus unlter aptd, Solllcot baud noblfl quloquam, qul non erimua turn, Aoaldere omnlo poterit, Bonanrnque moron Non, si terra marl mlsoebltur, et mare ocelo "
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